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CHAPTER XI

guandy escapade with Diiiblo had
biuufv tt w Mlko Gaynor

f toy had l ceii discharged with a
Mvur reprimand from Mr Porter and

i jv elation mark of disapproval from
P rrainers hornUko liand Ho had

from Ringwood Inwardly swearI-
ng fviec everybody connected

ulti i lare Diablo ho was pat
virulent

Teil to secure a In the Brook-

E W iiicM irhooii to rido Diablo In his
Shimlyn evil tongue wagged

ii biataiiIv about tlio horses bad temper
that ii jd ouM Ix found to take on in

tables
XPI Carter might have ridden Diablo-

tn wrk tho big black was Indeed a
bncte of He had taken a
rn to while accompanied
hy Latranne worked alone

roflkd and a awkward as a bronco
cf th plain Also Diablo disliked Carter

i rnrl to associate personality
h of Shindys-

oitrnt over tho hitch spread
tf Jfin Pter Ii wns too bad the horses
bid t er ikJigso well

t re days Diablo had no gallop
Oa in firth Porter determined to ride
l h rw himvlf ho could not be Ieaten-
vit by an ungrateful whelp Hko handy
In li Mv he hnd I een a gcmtle-

n in J t Ill i light enough to
fHie

I din1 the idea sir its not good
enough Mike

But hi BVJsterwasoMurato If Albs rode
I iiiratne why shouldnt he thin Diablo

caynnr wiuld have ridden Diablo himself
fitter than haw master do so but-
h Ud a t d leg Onro upon a time it
hH honcrushed against the rail Some
My niist ride Diablo tho naturally

wan beconung wild vlth-

rvi ne s through being knocked out
c f work

fiirirg tl time Sandy had beon In the
pnrr stable he had received money from
M ii for keeping the
s r i ht and condition Derby

ri ilidate Lucretln
tire days after his disoharRe h satI-

n with the low winning of a fort
Iiis supposed

i

illtreatme-
nti Vin he murmur Ill

jot ov ii or know why Theyll put Ned
ii n Piablo ill thy Hie sneikl He-

In on rip for l black I know
Imo him They tint got another

venn Ill fin lhat fctiff Cartrr
I tl n thy wont have nn lx y-

He l oer and as it irrititcfl his
fotei mind a devilish plot oame Into his
tirC and took possession of him a plot
f fv cf execution because of his fainill

with the Ringwood stables
That night h slipped through the dirk

l a bena pup tt liirprood
That the ta1 wa locked mattered not

y tlranswhen through laziness Shandy
hud Jot gone to Mikes quarters for the
Isys hs harl found liy ss by a small win
rt u foct squsre thnn h vhlch soiled
nrin was thrown lato the yard

the dung henp Shandy
wfrked open the hoard slide that closed
this window and w aixl his veascl form
through the small opening He assed
don the passago betwe n the stall and
ir rfd a saddle room at the end

Tii hloomln thing u Ve on the
fvarh peg he muttered drawing his
xil figure up on tiptoe and feellnc along

trs wall for something Blow mol and
r hi lofl fiendishly as hl fingers on-

Ui the cold steel of a hit Id
kow that fnaftlo in I got a fool of it

There was a of a twist
nl a loose ring in the centre of the hit he

hed which Porter had devised for
Tiablos harI mouth

Shandy gave the bridle a swing and It

lattered to the floor from its peg Diablo
norted and pawed tho planks of his stall
tiTvounly-

AH right my buck hissed
You walt till tomorrow git the run yer
life Im thinkin damn their eyes and-
h went off Into a perfect torrent of 1m

wqiion nrainstever7bxly nt I ng vood-
l a muttered

fh n he shut the door the sadJli oom-

l hind him sat down on the floor puledf-
mm hi rock a knlfo and a stub of a run
rf He lighted the latter and hold it flame
dirvn till a tow drops of tallow formed
a tiny lake in this stuck the candle up-

right shielding IH flame with hla coat
He th knife and laying it down
Inspected minutelyithe bridle which lay

o s his leg
Its Diablos right enough liOBold I

Muldnt b mistook on the bit nor them
roiig line
He picked up the knife and holding the

leather rein across the of hU left hand
started o taw it tho blade
Almost instantly he left off Of all the
Moomln IJits God me for a goat

fre that cut slip

Hi gathrrod In tho rein until ho had It
six iiv V from tho bit There he cut
topping many times and doubling tho

leather to tho candle light to see
how he hail penetrated

There Mr Bloody Ned I ho exclaimed
lat as inspection showed that only

the outer hard shell of tho leather remained
went Thatll just hold till the black
takes one of his cranky spells an you
tivn him a stiff pull God help you then

Even thl was a blasphemous cry of ox
ulutjir not a plea for divine assistance

lnail plotted against
His next move proved that his cunnng

as cf an exceptional order From his
noat j joker he brought forth a pill box
a this receptacle dipped a
iwir and rubbed fresh
the Iwathr a trlnVi of blackened axlegrease

htrh he hail taken from n wagon wheel
t rvv MarMng out 1h n lie wiped the

h i likx wont heu thil blu t hint
H h tug iJn bridle up in its placo put

tilt h candle dropped It In his pocket
outdo his way from the stable

A h puMse l Dlabloa stall the big black
rtei a nin anti plunged In affright
V Ill get enough of tint tomorrow

i vt Jo boy I hop you and Ned
h VyiK your damn necks Fer two

Id drop something In your feed box
lit I pr11 you iji now but if the
idjriK ha split on mo I want to get even

tbindy trudged back to boarding
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house In Brookfild and went to bed In
Iho gray of ib3 early morning hs arose

out to tho racecourse
racecourse near Rlngwood had

formerly been a trotting park In fact It
wax still used at Irregular Intervals for tho
hirness primitive days
1 small bczllko structure had
done duty as a Judges stand With othir
Improvements a now stand had been erected
a hundred yards hgher up the stretch-

It was to tho little old stand that Shandy
took his winy Inside he waited for tho
coming of Oaynors string of gallopers

Ho was as supremely hippy In his un-
righteous work as any ovilmlnded boy

Ix at ho prospect of unlimited

ride Diablo surf theres nothing
else to It he muttered I hope he breaks
his blasted neck Ill pay em out fer turnln-
m off like a dog IIH continued savagely
the small ferret eyes blazing with fury
Ill learn ih damn Hnllol Ills sharp

ears had caught the muftled sound of hoofs
thudding the turf In a slow measured
walk Ho peeped the shrunken

Its Mike And tho girl tonMoot
her She blamed me near hell eaten
alive by that black devil of a dope horse
Hell

This ambiguous exclamation was occv-
slore l by the of his former master
spilnglng Into the saddle on Diablos

Thats tho game eh Ood
dead I h po you git enough of him My
arms ncho yet from near pulled out
of tho sockets by that leatherm uhed
brute Tree If Iwss hasnt got spurs
onl If ho ever tickles the black wit them

say boys therell bo a merry hell to pay
no pitch hot I

young Arab spoke to the boards as
though thev were partners In his Iniquity
Then he chuckled diabolically ns in fancy
ho sav Porter beIng trampled by tho horse

Tho girls on tauzanni he muttered
shes the best In lot if slip did nil

mo down A rldin that old crook too
when clue ought to be In th house washing
dl hes A woman aint got no moro busi-
ness about the stable than a mans got In

the kitchen Petticoats is the devil I
never could abide em-

Shandy sometlmen hnrked bark to hi
early English Whitroiipel for ho htul
come from the old country and brought
witli him nil depravity he could acqulro
in the tlrst five yearsof etl tenco there

Keds got the soft snap in that blvet-
hunrh as hi evo discovered farter on
LuiTelli lti V slipped mo this gc hut

nabl d the hose so I dont rare Im
next them thi trip and as the three horsey
and thoir rulers cam on to the oui o

he pulled oin n silver splitsecond stop-

watch with which inrjdon had equipped
him for hi toutingand Matted antI stopped
it several titmice

Youll ray for their feed you damn ole
skinllint he was apostrophizing
Porter an Ill h nett tho they can
do an stan in on the rakeoff Gee I
thought they was out for a trial he mut-

tered looking disconsolately at the three
ns they cantered the part of thin Journey
Ill ketch em at tho haIr on the ofT

chance he added
Rut though the timepiece in his hand

clicked impatiently pressed the
stem with his thumb s Diablos black
nozzleshowed post tie halfmile post the
three horse still cantered

Lauzanne was loping leisurely with the
notion of n wooden rockinghorse Lu
cretin her Ion Intipped ears cocked
eaeerlv forward was throwing her head
Impatiently into the air as though pleading
for just one strong gallop Diablos neck
was arched like the half of a Cupids bow
his head almost his hung
hoary In the reins tightdrawn in Porters
strong hands HU eyes showing full of
a suspicious whiteness stood out from his
lean bony head they were possessed of a
fretful Impatient Froth flicked hack
from tho nervous quivering lips and
spatted against his black satinskinned
chest where it hung like seafonm on holding
sand

Whoa old boy Porter was
soothingly Steady boyt

ease up putt the very deuce
into this fellow lie flung over his shoulder
to Allls who sat at Diablos quarter Hes
a hardmouthed brute If ever there was
one

Hell bo all right dad she called for
ward raising her voice for the wind cut
her breath Shandy rode him with a heavy
hand thats

Ill put bit In his mouth-

to soften It ho pumped brokenly Let
out a rapgirl and well breeze
the stretch come on Carter get to tho
frontwlth the mare

A quarter of a milo from the finish the
horses raced Into a swinging stride Di

ablo was simply mad with a desire to gallop
but In was master no horse
ever did as ho wished with John Porter
Battling against the thorps his honesty
might handicap him out of the strife hut
in tho saddle the elation of movement
crept into his sinews and he was supoib
n king As a Jockey lio would have been
unsurpassed It filled his heart with de-

light to play with the fierce impetuous
animal he

Steady dont This-

M stuck his neck straight out like
an arrow and sought to hold bit tight
against the that he might race
at his own wet Back came the
right hand then tho left three vicious
and tho hit was loose and Diablos

down again close to tho martingale
and Lauzanne were pulling to

called Porter to Ned Carter
1 want to see tho little In her stride

Take him out at the
down the hack stretch Ill be treading
your heels ofT

this time they were the old
stand where The sur-
mising that a was on and anxious

11
abreast leaning forward In his
eagerness dislodged It at the and

a clatter carrying him half
was blow

of tho came to Diablos nostrils
same Instant tho startling noise reached
his nervous ears In n nwerve he almost
stopped every muscle of his body trem

Porter won nearly thrown from his seat
this crouching sidestep tho horse

seemed to him Just
for an instant but tho had flapped
loose tho wet and
felt freedom

With a snort h forward like a
wound d buck ud raced madly after
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who had bolted when tho crMh
came

Porter had lost a In the sudden
and tho reins had slipped

an he
Diablo H wither to pull weight back
Into the saddle

Now tho black neck was straight and
taut by the slim ears that lay
cloeo to the thunder of
hU pounding hoofs reached to ears of

anti Lauzanne front and urged
them onward

Carter had sat down In the saddle and
taken a steadying pull at tho brown
Even scented lifted out
Usual and widomouthed WOK
pulling of tho saddle

brute gasped Porter
ing his kneuM In time and

for the stirrup with tho
of his right foot Once had
but tho Iron swinging viciously
caught Diablo In the

Tenon his terror was
All tho time Porter was kneading tho

reins bock forefinger-
and thumb shortening hb hold a strong
pull at time galloping brutes head

anti bracing himself against the pommel-
he swung weight of his on tho
reins

AH well ho have pulled at tho rock
of Gibraltar DlablnV was his
teeth set hard and tho strength-
was as nothing
neck of tho Diablo was

down thin lead the other two held
over him galloping like 11 demon Porter
felt that tho bit and throw
that set head down to get command of
thp horse One fierce yank to tIle right
and tho black head swayed a trillo another
to the left and tho rein
snapped and Its loose end value back

the rider across the face Ho
reeled with the recoil nearly bringing
Diablo to his knees with
of weight on the right rein

an was the trained horse-
man again and hail let the remaining leather

11 through his lingers a trifle
io on In shouted to thoe In front

go on and give mo u lend lang to the

Ho realized now that the cniAil brute
Under him must run himself out All ho
count do wns to sit tight and ivalt till Diablo
had rneod hlniwlf to a standstill To uv
the one rein meant a crash into the rail
and siirilv death he had thought
only of the horses welfare now It was a
matter of his own life All that remained

him was to keipa cool head a steady
nerve and wait

Frvd of restraint not battled with tho
blacks stride lengthened his nostrils
spread wider the hoofs pounded quickr

until
their palpitating boat

Tho e the turmoil
and they too afraid anil
took up mail rush

reaching nose WM s-

hip when took one swift backward
glance the dangling rein the
set look In her fathers fact the devil eves
of tho hors and for one breathgash he r
heart fluttered in Us boat As die
put the fear front her anti Dinging l

a shado wide loft Diablo moro room
next the rail

On Uiuzaimo she called through
drawn llixi and hitclwd encouragingly in
the sndlw-

Lueretlu wan still in trout Item speed
mockitiR nt ili swift iuh of Laiiivimie

Diablo lImit bow the black galloj ed
t ort saw him up on

chestnut Allis wits ind nursing
him to th hemmed at
Urns no lint be could not crash through

the outer rail No otis again Each
knew that nothing was left to keep
Diablo to

Just in front of fjuizanne with swinging
stride raced thin brown mare u
he should brik beat en hal she mlch-
ttaki u tie running with Diablo Tim
was Carters good judgment mid he nno-
ns though it ere mid be was
I trsiiij mount for Ihe law call at the
finish-

At the Lhuzanne neil
Diablo were neck and neck at the half
the black lund lapped on lueretln another
furlong and was laboring to keep her

now anti nose with him
Im done panted Curler feeling the

maro swerve Im done God

th re wa no check In the blacks
gallop he was like H devil that could go on-

fnr ve and ever
They had tuned into the straight with

a neck to the had when Carter
heard voo faintly
out Ned The it fancy
lAitzinne th despised wouldnt be
at their heoK He him l iten
off long ago But airaln the voice came a

little stronger Pull out Ned
ThU time there was n

mbht bo a mlraclo butt It was duty
to obey

As he galloped Carter edeed Lucretia
looking backheiouM

feel I iuzanne creeping between hint
and Soon chestnut head
showed t his elbow and they were
both lapped on the black up
the Allls was riding stirrup to
stirrup with her father Porters weight
was on Diablo

Shes got him 11 hold him
If ho doesnt Carter muttered as he
dropped back for Lucretia was blown

tlni h post tauzanne was a head
In front and was galloping like a

beat ejaculated Carter Hello
thats It eh a girl

Ho saw Allis reach down for slack
rein running from her fathers hand to
Dlublos Missed Sho got It I

he cried eagerly The devil
An Allls Diablo rein tIe horse

with sudden fury at being drawn toward
tjittizanne his foe snapped at the chest-
nut As he did so out of his stride
his forelegs crossed and he went down In

a heap with the rider underneath
of his gallop curried tho black

full to his hack He struggled to
his feet and StOOl shaking like a leaf
with lowstretched neck and fearcocked
ears at the crushed silent figure
that face smothered In soft

In a dozen Allln stopped Lauumis
threw herself from the and leav-
ing tIme horse ran swiftly back to her father

Oh hes he s death she
cried piteously tho neo that had stood
tho fierce ride utterly shat-
tered and unstrung at sight sense

lies not load saul Carter putting hi
hand over Porters heart Its a bad

get him home bo Miss
bo all right ho mutter-

ing in a dazed manner ns ho raised her
head to his knee

Tale Lucretia and gallop for tho doctor
Miss Allis commanded Mike coming up
on the run Well get yer father
in the buggy-

In Gods don t let him tile
Mike and bending down she pressed
her to tho cold that
full sand Opt him home anti

not to let mother we Ill tako
Lauzanne

Lauzanno had followed her and was
standing waiting lila big full of a
curious wonderment Mike lifted Allis
to the saddle An he dew back his hand
he looked at it then up at the

Dont Miss said struggling
a little with hi voice that was
him tricks Yer fodders Just stunned
a bit Tho dhocterll brace up all

is had business ho continued
as galloped on her crrnnd and ho

the Injured man There
thats carry legs Ill tako
him under the

moved toward the
that stood In tho paddock Diablo followed-
at their heels an done nothing in
time world but simply taken an exercise

You muttered Mike
looking over his shoulder Youvn inurtli
ered wino av tho bist mln as Ivor breathed-
If Id me way Idshoot Id turn you
into cU moat thats what youre fit

What nroke the rein ho asked of

Somebody was In the old stand Carter
an lila foot on the he

raised himwlf and the dead weight of the
man

There steady Nod Pull the cushion
down in bottom Now you got it
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Bot tumbal its an good aa an ambulance
Ill head in an you drive
Here Finn ho continued to the
boy who had caught and brought up Lu

take tho wee fllly on
baste back to tho put the busted
bridle I have at It
Go on Ned slow thats It
When we get out on tho turnpike you
si1 lnn

When had turned Into the road hA
sPOke again to Carter Ycu sayin
Ned was a In do ould

Yeti replied Carter was
trufn us hoard broke an that
frightened the botws iiiuint

I fought I saw a by isklnnih off the

In his First I was
but whatd he lw there

Did you see his face Ned
I WM too busy tahiti a wrap on Lu

cretia sho WOK a bit out hand
When they came to tho gate which

entrance to house Mike said to
Carter rough sympathy In his voice
Slip In ml U tluit

has had a bit av a spill hes
jut stunned Bud theres broke
Bot tuinbsl though I fear lies mashed Into
a jelly Ask fer a ttlo of brandy till we

him a linimr N ll ns
Carter slipped front the buggy see If you
kan kapo missis from tho
till doctor conies of the

wan hand
Mikes kindly precautions were of little

avail Mrs saw slowmoving
the broad drive and

Instinctively knew that again something
occurred That watt not

there added to her fear
lies stunned muam Carter was

saying a Mike toadied tho steps But
didnt hear him face was white

and In her was horror of a
fear but from her camo no cry
silence wa more dreadful than if elm hail
called out

Well tarry him maam Mike wild as
she came down the steps to th and
clutching the wheel riot unsteadily
Jitt a bed ready con-

tinued softly a lxnl ready an hell
lw nil a hit lies just stunned

all Just stunned
It Was curious how the stnw of evil haul

limited each mutes vocabulary
Ix t m i help Mrs Porter

speaking first time
carry missis hes just

stunned Mike In n dreary mrmo
tone feeling each step can with
his toe Carter the still senwi
less form Into the house

Mrs Porter hall Rot one of the battered
hands twtvrivii her own and was walking
with wide dry staring eyes to
husband

Oh John John Sf ak to nw Open
your eves and look at me Your not
0 lion not dead cried pas-
sionately brKiklng down and a

of tears coming to th hot dry
as the two nvn laid Iortcr on the ed that
Cynthia laid mado ready

There MifnU dont take on now
pleaded Muo The lx s U stunned

twcn that way a dozen lulmea-
mosclf h ndded by way of nsiuranv-

Whnros the binndy his head Ned
Not so rwKh be cried exuliillv-
as the liquor cnus d thin cyclidt
to quiver lies all

F stunned tliit Therert the
doctor now God bleu llttlo woiiinn
She wasnt

wheels crunching tIme gravel
with a jiiddi n stop at the jKircii
to their

Come out av the room maam Mike
besought Mrs Porter come on av ht
from mi1 lave the dhoctor bring tint bow
around

He to Cynthia with hi eyes
for help in hi argument

Mr Porter rvnthU
to tie rrh Miis ill anil

1 will remain here wifb the doctor to get
whirs

i it fall eh oinmented Dr Rath
hen Ih rliilly coming briskly into the
rHim Then he ir closed
deliberately end the Irishmans
tippet never so slightly toward Mrs Porter

Now vicar the room as they sat in
court continue the hector a smile
understanding Mikes signal We mustnt
have Hhout to agitato Porter when

to his Ill Cynthia
totter wait too Oar

nor Just t of mother s
AIIU Ill have your father about in a
jiffy

jeer stunned thats all added
Mike hU kindly parroliko rer-
titlon

It seemed a million years to thin wife
that she Hiled for the doctors outcom
ing Twice she cried In nngul h to Alhs
that she go In iou i i t her hu bind

He may die she pleaded nnd I may
never see his lot me go
Allls Ill come I will

Walt here commanded tho
girl Dr Pathbone will tell us If
n she could not finish this senune
could not utter the diead words hut clasp
Ing h r mothers hands firmly own
kept her In the chair Mlko came
out and said lies jest stunned maam
the dhoctor says hell be all rolght by-
anhy

wont die
lies worth n dozen dead men

lies stunned thats all
There was another long wait then Dr

IlathlKine appeared
Porter right madam Itll

take time Itll take tlmeand nursing
nut youre getting used to that
with a hut and he looked fix-

edly at h must have
ment harm that the fall

Tell mn truth pleaded
Mrs Porter struggling and
placing both hands on hU shoulders I
cart It see Jm brave

told the truth Mrs Porter
the answered Theres no fear
for recovery if ho line quiet
fora few

Site looked into his eves then crying
I Mleve you doctor thank God

swayed anti would have fallen
heavily ready arm

he better salt
doctor addressing Allis It ha hen
pull on nerves Just bathe her temple
and get her to sleep if can come-
back in two Your father Is not con-
scious nor will ho be Im thlnkln for a

or two has concussion
has full directions what to do

XII
After Dr left Mike anti

Carter down to the stables
Ill a look at that broke rein

said that was strong
enough to hang Diablo If not
somo busIness in title Ill eat me hot
Tumba tin but It wits a gallop though
The block kin move whin ho wants

But what do you think of old Lauzanne
exclaimed Caste He just worn Diablo

to him a bulldog on
beat out

It was the gals rldln Lnuzanne
was feared too chicken hearted

hints what ho II Some in a race
hell jot away In front av his horses an1
lat by the length av a street Hol
bo a to wan an nobodyll have a
penny on

arrived at the stable Mike
headed straight for tho harness room
The was coming from a

twopaned window but Mike
where every anti saddle should lx-

He hand on Diablos headgear
bringing it down carried through

passage to the stable door he
minutely

and he hanuM l to Carter for ln
How do you that up Ned

The been cut near through
replied Carter I wonder it as long-
as

A dirty lowdown trick commented
Mike Ill hang it back on thee jett
now but ft fer a bit

As ho irBitered the saddle room
his heel slipped on the plank floor bringing
him take was a
banana If It was on the sidewalk he
exclaimed after a gymnastic twist that

fellows i pretty careless wit hoof grease
Im

More out of curiosity than anything else
ho at cause

What the dlvil Is It
muttered kneeling and lighting a match
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umbol he exclaimed It a candle grease
Have alther of you bys been In a
candle rules

There Isnt a candle about the barn
you know It Mike cried Carter

was prospecting the floor with an-
other Ilubt

Here s two burnt matches ho con
tinued picking them up An1 wore

too Seo
long an that means that they wasnt light
used
touchln

was last night ho saul OH

though to convince fer
an aint been tramped on If

theyd tom hero fer two or
l i front of the door deyd

black knocked off em wld you
Thus wan didnt light at hardly an
theres a little wool fuzz to It
Gee that wanes seine wan ethnick It on his
wool pants lit the lantern Ned
well out poniethln more The light
from winder aint good
fer a

When the lantern wits Mike con-
tinued his detective operations nose and
eyes close to the fl or a

Whats that ho naked pointing
hii at a dark brown spot on tho
boards

Carter crouched and scrutinized Mikes
find Tobacco and ho gave a little
lausliKolglit you are thats what It is Now
who chaws in stable h
demanded of Carter with tho air of a cross
examining counsel

1

Does Finn
No I dont think so
Didnt Shandy always have a gob of It

In his
Yes ho Mike
I toucht so I touiiht it was that black

miard Rut how did the swine In here
Tin stable ww locked an I hid the key
In v i ickt Ill fke me o th to th

Carter took 1U cap off ran a hand re-
flectively anti the crown of his

canvassing every
there lw to Suddenly ho
replaced his and

h crawled through tlm dung
window Ive him do it a
times When too to go for tho

h that hole
led lime to

tho back of There he climbed
l o pile of milling straw and examined

closely opening with Its
slldo through had

passed the
I sol hn ejaculated

Heres more tobacco thin cult
troat he oponed the
winder

Looking do yn his eve tIme glint
of something bright deep In the straw
He dm hh down the mass anti
brought up a knif Whose is that Ned

Carter looked at it closely
ho answered Ill Hwcir to thit Ive
borrowed it from him timer than once to

out the horstV hoof
tlimbs Id hang that by to

a beam if I had herohe cut rein
on sure an hal made llttli apples declared
Mike vehemently An av him
tot to an sit in tho ould stand to
WHtoh tie black run away wit soimtwan
an kill em Now m unit
ohm Ned anwell put a haler ths
rooster hlvln whin 1 git him Ill
tnak him sarnie too

Thou of Porters accident
liecame clearer to Dr nathboiie tim
lowinc Ho imparted this Information
to all probability
it weeks ln fori her T
tx strong

In meantime HUll wrjjian what
are you to do with Ml these hungry horses
tm your hands o asked

girls anrwor oae quickly enough
lain awake dreary

night thinking unit this riillem
alter answered thn doctor

simply
of sieptlcism hovered about

full lips a his to th
fa but the knIt of determination

of confidence that ho met put hut druhts
to flight I believe you can it If any
irnn can and he big hand on her
slight hftulder as much ns to say Im
behind yen r beTh ve In you

Of course an Inkling rf Porters condition
had to be wife though the
gravity was marked ivrfs done

Mrs Porter immediately became
a prey to abject

The to bo to get rid
of Diablo Sho was I to ask that
ho tx shot hut he must even if he were
given away She would willingly have
sacrificed the horsen with
their had conic financial troubles
spiritual troubles now the lives of these
dear to her were in actual peril No wonder
the rod woman was rendered hysterical-
by the strong emotions that swayed her

In her depression she somewhat startled
Allls they must send for
Mr Crane at once After all it was not so
unreasonable with the master cf od
helpless with whom else eculd consult
over entangled condition For time

Porter found it necessary
to In constant touch with
so must become familar with tho
details of the entanglement

Mrs Pcrter come to the utmost
confidence In Cranes friendship anti ability
he wa time one above all to
Diablo taken off their hands So Philip
Crane to his Intense delight was sum-
moned to Ringwood This was lila first

In New York
Crane was supposed to possess a rare

magnetism toast men came
under his Influence with a noiseless cheerful
complaisance It havo been

was a fascination In tIme oblique
contour of his eyes but in reality
lay In his exquisite flnesw delved

him Impression that
were laboring according to dictates-
of their own sweet wills Figuratively
speaking he twisted Mrs Porter rout d

finger and so delightfully that sho

kindness in their hour of trouble
The matter of Diablo was settled in

minute 1m would the horse himself
anti the price could ho arranged when
Mrs Porter was able to thin matter

tInt Is definitely in the meantime h
would pay a for him He under-
stood Porter lad bought him for that
With a touch of kindly honor Crane de-
clared that be a somali bet on
tho horse for Allis the first time he started

Beyond parting with Diablo Allis would
not go in the matter of wiling
the horses thin was the full extent r
concession to the mother Had sIte known
that her father hail entered Diablo In the
Brooklyn Handicap she might even have

the horse As it hap-
pened Porter hail entered

In the Brooklyn a or m
before his accident not spoken-
of it

Crane assured Porter that she need
not distract her mind over mummy
the bank could easily

husband was No mat
how timings turned out It was a deli

cate matter to touch the possibility-
of Porters condition taking a turn
but coming from Crane it seemed like an
earnest of sincerity well Porter
would find a him willing
and able to smooth their difficult

Crane had meant to defer any
tion of regard for until a propitious
future but
saw that the r moment had
been moved forward by the sudden efface-
ment of the master of If he
spoke now to Mrs Porter it would give

would appear In of a debtor it
would down harriers which
seem to exist because of their nonrelation
ship

had not been without a suspicion
that the younger man

a such 01 the Diablo
episode were to give young people
a Interest In
had moro than evened up by giv-
ing him tIme

thought with somo satisfaction how per
Mortimer WM

Instance for ho was most undeniably
It wits on opportunity to

and Crane never pass Its flood
in the waters of his life

fio the hanker spoke to Mrs Porter of
his strong love o delicately
and so much ulncerity WM
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completely won over It Is true the
prepared for tho seed for the

mother that Allis might
become attached to somo one of Porters
racing associates Though strong in

matters tho woman was
not without worldly Instinct She was
pleased with Crane ho was not

means a racing man a rich banker
would make a most desirable husband
for her daughter Of courso It would
rest the girl herselfMrs Porter
would not coerce nor Influence her but
why should not Alii rome to care for Crano

the Influence of his strong love
Mrs Porters mind had from

Its dazed condition after her husbands
accident anti was now acute All there
thoughts came to her with rapidity an
Crone talked with

To time mothers suggestion that he
to Alllo he put a of delicate

tho he would rather
deny himself he would wait patiently until

was In a
Cleverly enough ho knew that Mr Porter
was now ally and would plead lila cause
with lesrt failure started
Allis by time sudden fronting of lifes gitat

When Crane hall gone Allis found her
mother calmed by his visit his nssurnnccH
had driven away distressing clctrls of
financial worry

Almost immediately Mrs Porter trins
milted to had Connie to her of
Cranes declaration

It seemi almost like an answer to my
she said to Allls not of course

chic Interrupted herself thill Ive l vn
for a for hut this

wicked racing IIIH Iii whole woof
of mv life seemed inevitable In
strength of Its contaminating atmosphere

you would wedded
ono wore better dead than willingly choose
a path of sin

Then youve settled it mother AlUs
bin eyes on a dangerous look of re

No daughter must choose for your-
self only you will bo wise not to go com rary
to your parents wisher I did

hut you arc tInt mother there
was reproach In tie girls voice

for havlni wedded father
because of his racing life I should

hate been firmer Mill to give it
before I married him he hove

done It then Mr Crane Is o gentleman
Allls that is a great deal nowadays
ha loves most sincerely Words often
mean very little one can tell at least
when come to of discretion
they can from a irmnd voice whether

in earnest or not I it is very
worldly to of hula riches lint in pov-
erty one can do very little ver little

rather didnt have to look
with misgiving Into the future Allls it
ban much joy out of my existencej i

wears coos life threadbare To the young
buoyed up by confidence In time future
this teem sordid hut this feeling of In-

security mars ninny lives
otherwise ho

You see her mother continued
I know you ore heartwhole so I cant

coue you any mNery by wellmeant
advice u good girl ami there
ha lji en nobody of your clan about Mr
Mortimer in I claro say a gentleman and I

must confess 1 was that you might
mitake a fcvling of to him for
something stronger bin that was only an

I see It would have un-

fortunate if It were oti rAisp for In Is
very indeed His small wilnry must

taken up in keeping
widowed lint a younger sister

Allls glum a sudden start She luau not
known those xirticiiir of Mortimers
life but they carried certain explanations
of hi ioncluct i

formed nt Impression that ho was penuri-
ous dropped riot
being able to afford certain pleasures
That was where thin mooney wentto sup-
port his mother nd sister

her mothi was pleading hi

Tho mother talk AlUs greatly
Whv should tli troublesome matter i0ii
to her row when she hid so mirh to

o much to do It gave her ijulte II shock-
to find that as her mother nho wns
rot thinking of Crane at all she xmld
not picture his face even lust the narrow

eyes pepped at her in her thoughts
once or it bo horrible to look
Into them forever anti ever The face of
Mortimer and firm set as It had leen

that of strife wns alwa s obliterating-
the other isage W s her

she so heartwhole
As If her thouehtH had bearing on her

mothers mind latter wouldnt
have snoken to you of this matter while
your father Is so if it werent for time

fact that our position Is precarious
I cant just how off

hut If were to happen
father I haidly know be-

come of us
And Mr Crane has promised to help-

us if if There was a
girls voice as she spoke not past
tie if reusine to putt into words

idisresslnc thought
There is no if about it daughter Mr

Crnne Is our friend your fathers friend
and ho Is going to help us he only spoke
of his for you way of an excusn
it was delicacy that I
would compunction In accepting

eood offices I you
will try to like Mr Crane If you cant well
vou wont find me you unhappy
Butt I can tell this Allis matters
mend and how the change IH to come I

cant father will lore Ringwood
and it will belong to Mr Crane Even if
time horses were off time money would
not clear time debts besides that
won time horses am encumlxired

Allis stood in indecllon torn little rhink-
inir deeply then situ went to her

taking her face in her hands

I understand mother she ald you
are over the dear old place over

future and over father and
ing but worry worry worry all th time
hut Ill save mother
I hope father will soon bo well again and

will but anyway mother
I promise you that no matter effort
It me shant sacrifice time hoiiso

lived in all your life
Mrs Porters eyes were wet with tears

of was thinking only of the
redemption of the Crane

had meant far more than
she had taken from them They core In

a faith that slum save their
fortunes without sacrificing herself to
Crane if not If shut failed she was brave
she wjs a Porter null would keep her

CHAPTER XIII
Journeying buck to New York Crano

lila interview with Mrs
Porter

Ho congratulated hlnisef upon his
hi suit

by proxy With all liU masterfulness
was very considerably in awn of Miss

AIIN was a nottohodaiinted ex-
pression In her eyes whir h

feel that a love with her
would Im a somewhat serious biNnes
He pictured hlnwelf a an ardent lover
h cut a droll figure In that role
ho knew emotions were hardly In hit
line He might feel such an
erection n as strongly ns any
ono in fact did butt
himself with faultless consistency He
rather doubted It Ills

method was certainly ordaiwd of this
Intricate had made greet

all others to lw adversity c n-

tlnuous as If promised to lx
settle s In favor his
plan of action was to lw often nt

to familiarize the lioHMhold
with his the acquiring of Diablo
would facilitate that

Diablo a skate He to hiniM n
over his purchase Certainly
would too tint openly of
course Crane wouldnt
What an Influence this girl haul over hint to
bo sure Any titan who endeavored
to tell a bad horse would have had a
hopeless task with but a nod of encourage-
ment Allls he would
every horse all the useless crocks they hnd

stable was full of th m
among the rest

Influence was dividing nature
Into u dual one life infantile
thoughts of a generous morality an unrest
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billion the power to feel
difference Utwt n an
fathering dishonesty and this new recog
nition of iiishs-

On hula arrival in Now York hr sent for
trainer

I bought a horse nt lllngwoodI want
to look after him said

Their titan will ceiid him direct
to your stables

trainers face brightened Did
you get after till

I bought a lug black Diablo
Time of faded from I iilR

dons eyes quickly Tho devil ho ex

ThatV what I said thats his name
hut lies the mut uncertain brute hot

evir wore a set of Youll
good of him sir he s clean through

come ilnwu to him from his
sire Rolwt the Devil a hit of time

either Hed break a man that would
follow him

He wont break me answered
ym eilher Uingdon youva

too much ceiiM
Thin subtle tribute mollified the trainer

MK Hnle 1 remember Hie horse
quite well Four thouiniid was paid for
him as a yearling JIM a ha
was tried out good enough to win the Fu-
turity but it cmne to racing he cut
it and finished n rtirk-

Thnt right commented
Hi owes iii a bit that

Ills eopli thought him a leadpipc cinch
and I went down the line on him to my
sorrow

Just so You know hunt as well as I
do Its a great to acquainted
with them isnt ii
uon y on ami Imvc the good timing go

OWLangdon had Hie highest possible opinion
f musters III to

waver In hits antipathy to Diablo
You think Bond then

Did he show you a trial
I didnt even MMI tIme horse Crane

answered looking dreamily out of the
window I him to lie paused

lie tell Iniiidon
ho had l ought him hnrdly cared
to lne hit prcslige wlih the trainer
destroyed

shifting in ill subject
matter a rifle You did John Porter up
over I iurnniie Inst summer 1angdon

Me questioned the trainer Was
forgetting lib in the matter

aOlrinoil time other looking
him steadily in thin You

antI Utiizanne loaded
Langdon saul nothing What the devil

wIts coming
Porters IwdlY

hurt lies out of the race for some lime to
come friends of mine

friends mused Langdon who
In thunder an they

Theyre friends of mine nnd I offered
to buy Uitizanne Lack lust to them
out but the old mans daughter biaS got
them chestnut fur a won
sell him ll was Diablos fault titan Porter

the fall so were wiling to part
with him and I took thin brute

This was certainly a new role for Cram
to Ijingdon hit employer
helping people out whet they were

was a revelation The trainer
felt inclined to laugh No doubi there
was something hack of it till sonnet tout
must have given Crane information of a
fast gallop Diablo luau minim anti he had
gone to lllngwood to buy time horse
thinking that Porter would some
of racers owing to the accident

I ingdon tried to remembor what Shandy
hail about Diablo or whether the boy
hnd mentioned his name nt all

I wonder what condition lies in the
trainer remarked

Physically I think hesall right It seem
he under forty miles
with Porter before he came n cropper
limit 1 understand they had nn Imp a
Hhedy or

corrected
Yes thats the name affirmed Crane

drawing a time air with his
cigar and hes a devil on wheeU by all
accounts Diablos no angel as
said Langdon and this made hint
a worse Youve handled sonic bad
horses in your time and know more about
It than I Id that put

a patient lad to look
the black give n hIt of work
and when got hint try hunt
out with something and If shows
form well pick out a soft spot for him
It me see n that
buying a maiden

approvingly Crane
was evidently coming io view of
the case

Well as said hues a maiden and
well try and him out of that
class It will b n great chance for a killing
if we can round him into hits early two
vearold form and you can do It
If anybody on earth cant

got hint on his reputation
thought Crane idly brushing
clear ash from the Iron coot

Just as I thought mused
time old a after his own

heart Everybody thinks Diablos no
thin ofts found out something

and is on for the biggest kind of n
Hows the Dutchman coining c n

asked Crane tho question
that subject of Diablo had Nen
out for present at least

Great his ton quarts
three times a anti is as as a cart
horse I never had n hotter ricer in my
hand If ho keeps well mind I think hn
will have a chance wlh him for
the Brooklyn Derby

Thais There ire sora
good horses in It though White Moth
and others However Ill hack tin Dutch
rain to win thouwind and thireU-
l o ten thousand in that for you Uingdon
if ll iimes ofT

t miners mouth watered Money
was his god Horses were mill as
means to an end but Hie ind itself was
gold Practically he would at

to attain that end his avaricious tumid
stimulated by runes promise value ul
once Io the disturbing element the
ant propec Shandys report of LucrMUii

Did you find nut anything about Po-
rters mare I
form both fit and well the Dutchman hold
limo Sal over the Derby journey

No I didnt hear anything about Por-
ters mars

1 have said decisively
1 a to keep an eye on

MIVS shell Iw to
Crane frowned What lK y he asked

abruptly

Well drop ltil chuck that game
John Porter own troubles If Im
cart win let him he cant if the Dutchman

well hut our own hone
will keep u fully

wits duinfoiindcd If
hat the Bihl and read n chapter
from St Luke ho would not have l e n morn
astonished It had occurred I him that he

none a remarkably smart thing hn
for lib adroit-

ness In looking after his masters Inter-
ests disapprobation of such a trivial
matter as of an opponent
horses was a note discovery in innMer
character Where uere
Presently Crane would be asking hint to

a fair ruth ton money
each time oin

All at cud light dawned upon Lnngdou-
Crnne was doubling on He stun It
like a flash his employer luau a tout on
ground hlmwlf was how lie had
next sonic good of Diablos

hut it wu clover he could
It Crone rose in lib estimation again

Quito humbly ho nnnupred wo
Its not funeral Ill bring tin Dutch-
man wt lIt to run I race of lila life
If Lucretia coats Mm It wont be fault
I thought perhaps you might want to hedge
a hit on mare

I dont think it the Dutchmin
there are too In to start lucking
them all Let me know if the

and Ill about
placing him

had gone Crane lighted
a fnsh cigar and lot his circle
about Diablo It would bo Just
like them play of fate for time hers to turn-
out now titan John Porter had
rid of hint When evil fortune set its hard
face a mini he could do little
toward making this wicket god i mll and
Porter even when ho waa
pour hand at compelling success
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